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ROTARY CLUB OF BENICIA
William K Wesley
— Author, Speaker, 
Coach, & Trainer 
William K. Wesley is a Full Life Balance 
author, transformational speaker, Top 
Performance Coach, corporate trainer and 
entrepreneur.  He received his MBA and 
his JD (Doctor of Jurisprudence) from 
Golden Gate University in San Francisco, 
where he, as a professor, also taught 
Management Principles, and Management 
Communication and Organizational 
Development for five years.  William 
received his BS in business from the 
University of San Francisco.  He is an 
authority on productivity, communication, 
presentation training, networking and life balance and has been featured and quoted often.  William 
helped found and is Vice-President of Programs of Carter’s Biz Cafe, a start-up membership co-
sharing, business-event, idea-incubating firm here in Benicia.  He has been our guest speaker before, 
too.  But he is also a Rotarian and was named Rotarian of the Year of the Fairfield-Suisun Rotary Club 
for 2016-2017.  Today, he spoke to us about some projects that his Rotary Club has implemented and 
shared some success stories. 

Often times, organizations give money to individuals.  However, there seems to be little connection to 
the organization for the individual recipient.  And if there is no connection, how is the organization 
going to grow?  Relationships need to be established with younger people — to get them involved in 
the organization, if not immediately, perhaps at a later date.   

Three years ago, William’s Rotary Club provided scholarships for a computer, tuition, books, a lunch 
pass, and transportation to various individuals.  These are basic needs that any student has while 
attending college.  Then the student was assigned to a Rotarian Champion, and a Community 
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Champion.  The Rotarian Champion was a member of the club, and the Community Champion was 
someone who was involved in the student’s field of interest.  Periodically, these two champions would 
report back to the club.  In order to keep the student involved, there were also periodic sessions to 
teach the student basic skills such as “how to shake hands properly” or “how to take notes properly.”  
However, this program which was offered to seniors, was not as successful as had been anticipated.  
The program was changed to involve students in the 10th and 11th grades.  The Rotary Club found 
that academic success was tied to something that happened in the family or something that happened 
in the college community that helped keep kids on the road to success.  Successful kids had at least 
one adult that would not give up on them.  The club determined that it is critical to get to kids 
involved earlier.  Monday night sessions were held, and students who attended to learn various skills 
could qualify for their Rotary Success Program.  So far, William’s club has raised more money than 
they can give away at this time.   

William also shared some other ideas that have been successful for his Rotary Club — all focusing on 
kids doing good things.  He shared several personal anecdotes about a student names JT from New 
Jersey.  William is presently serving as JT’s champion.  Thank you, Williams, for sharing your heart-
warming stories of you and your Rotary Club helping kids be successful! 

Happy Dollars 
Reg Page asked something about Ricky Nelson…..and Jim made him pay $5. 

Sue Hutch was $5 happy because she spent the weekend in Palm Springs with 4 other gal friends! 

Jim Trimble was $20 happy because he believes he has identified a Liberty High School student 
who can apply for the Valero scholarship. 

Darrell was $20 happy because he was able to spend a day in SF with his wife and daughter on 
Sunday, and didn’t have to “hurry home” since Monday was a holiday.  He actually saw places in 
SF that were new to him, having lived there previously. 

Mark Lobdell was $10 happy because he and wife Phyllys returned from Palm Springs where he 
played golf two times! 

Steve McClure was $20 happy that Lionel Largaespada was at Rotary, that he had enjoyed prime 
rib at Native Sons, and played golf at Green Valley.   

Noteworthy! 
PETS, President Elect Training Seminar, is March 2 - 4 this year.  Jim Lessenger, our president-
elect, will be attending this event held at the Doubletree in San Jose. 
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We will begin our Teacher of the Month programs in February. 

February 13, our club will have an OFF-SITE luncheon meeting at the Benicia Camel Barn 
Museum.  Please plan to attend this great opportunity for us to see and hear about the museum. 

February 27, we will have an EVENING meeting beginning at 5:30 at Estey Real Estate located 
at 216 First St.  There will be NO lunchtime meeting that day, and no meeting that evening — just 
fellowship and fun.  We will have appetizers for everyone so we will be asking who plans to attend 
so we can order food appropriately.  Plan to bring your own beverages such as wine, beer, or soft 
drinks.  Water will be provided.  We hope this will be an opportunity for those members who find 
it difficult to attend at our regularly scheduled meetings at 12:15 on Tuesdays to be able to join us 
on Tuesday evening. 

Our new website will soon be launched! 

The 2018 Golf Tournament Committee has begun to meet and plan for our upcoming tournament 
on Friday, August 10, 2018, at Blue Rock Springs.  Mark your calendars now — to play, to work, 
or even better, to play AND work.  Of course, gathering sponsors and players NOW is very helpful 
for having a successful tournament. 

Take a look at these three pictures of Jack Bell……receiving an award from the mayor!  Jim 
Trimble….you can take this from here! 

???


