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CLUB FOUNDED IN 1967                                                                                                                                                                                

Rotary Club of Benicia 
Service Above Self 

January 17, 2017

Mike Toy — Magician, Entertainer & Speaker 

Our entertaining speaker today (01/17/17) was Mr. Mike 
Toy.  Mike attended UCD and earned his degree in 
Human Development.  However, upon graduating, he 
wanted to become an entrepreneur, so he borrowed 
$20,000 from family so he could purchase mailing lists 
to advertise his Prodigy Education Services company — 
tutoring for SAT exams  60,000 postcards later, he 
waited for the phone to ring.  He waited, and waited, 
and waited.  Finally, one day, a phone call came in from 
a women…..asking to be removed from his mailing list.  
At that time, he determined what he needed was MORE 
INFLUENCE to get customers, not MORE NAMES.  He 
turned his attention to utilizing some of his skills and has 
now created a very successful business.   

Mike is a San Francisco Magician who helps make private parties and corporate 
events worth attending.  Receiving a magic kit at 8 years old, he quickly learned every 
trick and began performing magic shows.  Now he provides high-quality, interactive 
magic shows to exclusive corporate events and posh private parties throughout the 
San Francisco Bay Area.  Some of his corporate clients include Google, Wells Fargo, 
Sony and Pixar. 

Today, Mike shared some of his secrets that he has discovered along his journey:  1)  
overcoming self-defeating thoughts, and 2) to be truly interested in others. 



�2

Picture 1 - Examine the picture of the five cards and remember the placement of 
the RED card.  Flip the card over.   
Picture 2 - Place a paper clip in the location of the RED card in the picture. 
Picture 3 - Notice that not everything is as it seems……. 

Look Who Was Happy Today!

Clyde Lewis was happy because his birthday was January 2!  Jim 
Trimble sang to him.  He looks pretty happy! 

Alex Lobban was happy because of a soccer award!   

Sue Hutch was happy because she just spent a 
weekend with girl friends in Pacific Grove. 

Steve McClure was happy because his youngest just passed her 
permit test and he knows a good insurance provider. 

Scott Reep was happy because he had been skiing in Colorado and 
there was five feet of new snow.  Maybe more in Tahoe, now?? 

The question is………Is this the truth?    



�3

January 10, 2017

Jon Dwyer offered to be our speaker today (01/10/17) as he had assembled some 
information about his life when he lived in Thailand and in Saudi Arabia.  He also 
offered us information about how every Rotary Club is so different.  For example,  

Anderson, CA has a weekly Rotary meeting but in a different location each week.  If 
you want to know where it is at, you simply call a phone number.  Colusa County is the 
highest rice producing region in California.  Colusa also runs a rubber duck contest 
annually with various other local groups — including Rotary — and they sell a total of 
35,000 ducks for $5 each.  The profits are split accordingly.  Unique ways of various 
clubs! 
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Look Who Was Happy Today!

Jim Trimble was happy and gave money to the foundation. 

Bill Warren was happy because his wife became a 
Great Grand Mother! 

Jon Dwyer was happy because he was headed to Maui. 

Tom Gavin was happy because SPSV went to the state football championships 
and won in the last play! 

Alan Schwartzman was happy because he had gone to Oregon 
for the holidays, and everyone got sick except the visiting guests 
from Iowa.  Bad shellfish! 

Diane Smikahl was happy because she retired from the Benicia 
Public Library!  Yeah, retirement! 

The question is………Is this the truth?    
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Happy Anniversary, Rotary Club of Benicia

On Tuesday, February 28th, our club — the Rotary Club of 
Benicia — will celebrate our 50th anniversary.  We will have a 
special lunch, a short presentation, and will highlight some of 

our past successes as a club.  We would like you to consider 
inviting family and friends to join us on this special day.   Mark 

your calendars now!

PS — will will need to know in advance how many additional people plan to attend 
so we can plan accordingly.  More information will be available later.
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The Annual Night of 
Honor for Firefighters 

is almost here! 

Mark your calendars now! 

Friday, March 31, 2017 

7:00 PM 

Hilton Garden Inn Fairfield 
2200 Gateway Ct 

Fairfield, CA  94533 

It would be really great to 
have you come and help us 
celebrate!  Our club has 

tickets available.  And the 
tickets are FREE.  See Sue 

Hutch! 

BTW — our weekly Rotary 
OPPORTUNITY drawing is worth 
over $835 now — with about eight 
blue marbles left.  But you have to 

be present to purchase a ticket and 
to win!  See you Tuesday, January 

24th!
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Jack Bell jbelabell@comcast.net
Boone Birdsell boone.birdsell@abm.com
John Blunt john@castles.com
Martha Christopher mc858ca@sbcglobal.net
Darrell Doi darrelldoi@gmail.com
Jon Dwyer Jon_Dwyer@yahoo.com
Michael Gardner mgardner@beniciaunified.org
Tom Gavin tngavin@ft.newyorklife.com
Mario Giuliani mario.giuliani@ci.benicia.ca.us
Marion Gizzi lansf@aol.com
Eric Hoglund eric@EsteyRealEstate.com
Susan Hurl shurl@RepublicServices.com
Susan Hutchinson Arnett hutchshopping@comcast.net
Sue Fisher Jones Sue.Fisher@Valero.com
Jim Lessenger AGBook@Lessenger.net
Clyde Lewis clydelew@gmail.com
Alex Lobban alexlobban@me.com
Mark Lobdell marklob2@gmail.com
Steve McClure Steve@SteveMcClure.net
Steve Moore more1023@aol.com
Reg Page pagerbenicia@sbcglobal.net
Bill Pugh Bill@Ralphs-Pugh.com
Scott Reep sdreep@pacbell.net
Bob Schroth robert@benicialegal.com
Alan Schwartzman ams@advantagemtg.com
Rebecca Sgambati Rebecca.Sgambati@valero.com
Diane Smikahl penpal365@comcast.net
Jamie Spence JamieSpence@Canvasback.org
Jim Trimble jet2626@comcast.net
Bill Warren bwarren@bankofthewest.com

CURRENT Membership Roster and CURRENT 
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Remember these guys?  They are our team 
leaders.  You are the team members.  Your help is 

needed.  Especially in securing speakers! 

JANUARY TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do for 
this JANUARY!

Team Reep:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Doi:  Set up and take down the room before and after our meeting

Team Giuliani: Provide our speakers and programs  

FEBRUARY TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do for 
this FEBRUARY!

Team Giuliani:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Reep:  Set up and take down the room before and after our meeting

Team Doi: Provide our speakers and programs  

MARCH TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do for 
this MARCH!

Team Doi:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Giuliani:  Set up and take down the room before and after our 
meeting

Team Reep: Provide our speakers and programs  
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Register by Feb. 15th and Save! 
10th Anniversary Run For Education 

Sunday April 23, 2017

Celebrating 10 Years! 
Come out and run, volunteer and celebrate with us on Sunday April 23rd, 2017. 

Learn more about the history of the run. #BeniciaRunForEducation

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?BeniciaEducationFoun/409d56d209/df83a2709a/71c9f13dd4
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Celebrate 100 Years of Rotary 
History in Berkeley

Conference Hotel - Hotel Shattuck 
(where Berkeley Rotary began)

To register for the Centennial Conference, go to:

https://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/
Register4/Index.cfm?

EventID=77291813&UserID=800071763

March 24 — 26, 2017
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