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ROTARY CLUB OF BENICIA

Life in a Year — Marlene Straberger 
It seems like just last week that the Rotary Club of Benicia was welcoming our newest exchange 
student from Vienna, Austria — Marlene Straberger.  But it was actually last August.  Marlene 
Straberger has had a fabulous year  as an exchange student here in Benicia.  She has lived with three 
different, wonderful, supportive families, had a really fun year at Benicia High School, made many 
new friends, and has had opportunities to visit many places in California and the United States with 
her host families as well as some of our Rotarians.  A giant thank you to the Hetricks, Wills and 
Tenrets, Marlene’s host families.  It has been a tremendously positive experience for her.   

Today, Marlene shared the highlights of her year, from her arrival through the end of the school year.  
She is looking forward to the Rotary Western Safari in which many Rotary exchange students 
participate.  She is to be with other exchange students and visit places throughout the western US.  We 
are sure she will have more experiences to add to her list of memories in her remaining month with 
us.  Here is a brief timeline of highlights from Marlene’s year: 

� Arrive at SFO — greeted by Rotarians and fellow students — Marlene knew she was in the “right” 
place. 
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� First weekend in the US — participated in International 
Week with other Rotary exchange students. 

� Visited Southern California and went to the beaches and 
went kayaking. 

� Visited Arcata and saw the Redwood trees, went hiking, 
and again visited the ocean. 

� Went to a SF Giants baseball game and was actually 
bored at first as she didn’t understand what all the hype 
was about! 

� Went to an A’S game with other exchange students and 
got to see the most marvelous fireworks display after the 
game, complete with a StarWars theme. 

� Attended Homecoming at BHS, and had sushi before the 
dance, with photos taken at the gazebo in the city park. 

� Visited Los Osos where the fires had been last fall, again 
visited the ocean, and made Austrian cookies. 

� Went to Lake Tahoe (the first of four times) and went hiking and got to see snow in America.  
(Marlene thought the snow was nice but not quite as nice as snow in Austria!) 

� Celebrated Thanksgiving in Yosemite, hiked Half Dome and dined at the Ahwahnee Hotel (now 
known as the Majestic) for her Thanksgiving meal. 

� Enjoyed Christmas with her new family, which included many Christmas parties, white elephant 
gifts, and a FAKE Christmas tree.  Made gingerbread houses and fell in love with the family dog, 
Jersey. 

� Enjoyed Six flags, our Benicia Christmas tree lighting ceremony, and visited the State Capitol in 
Sacramento. 

� Went to Tahoe and stayed at the Lost Trails Lodge, enjoying more hiking and playing games. 

� Experienced Girl Power by marching in the Women’s March in San Francisco. 

� On her 16th birthday, had a party and took friends to SF for shopping and a stop at Ghirardelli, 
followed by another trip to Six Flags and a movie — all with friends. 

� Participated in the International Ski Weekend and saw the different exchange students on skis, 
some who had never been on skis or even seen snow.  Jumped in to Lake Tahoe when it was icy 
cold! 

� Visited Monterey Bay and Carmel, visited the aquarium and saw sea otters, gray whales passing 
by, and the beach. 

� Cooked Austrian food for our Rotary Meeting (with the help of some Rotarians and wives)! 
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� Saw the Chinese New Year Parade in SF, visited Coit Tower, saw the play The Color Purple, and 
experienced a trip to Alcatraz. 

� During Easter break, visited Disneyland. 

� Went to Prom and had pictures taken by Rotarians! 

� Visited Chicago and took an architectural tour, saw a great magician, and visited the Navy Pier, Lake 
Michigan, and Willis Tower. 

� Went to Santa Monica and enjoyed the beach, sun, bodysurfing and Santa Monica. 

While at BHS, Marlene went out for the water polo team, was part of the Improv Theater group that put 
on seven theatrical performances, and visited Stanford, CSU Northridge and UC Davis.  Marlene also 
enjoyed some real “American” experiences such as the Super Bowl, shopping for shoes, Halloween, 
movie theaters with reclining chairs and visiting Costco!  Marlene believes that she is the luckiest 
Austrian ever!  But now, she’s gotta go….almost.  As she put it so aptly, this experience in Benicia 
has not been a year in her life, but a life in her year!  Marlene, we will miss you!  Auf 
Widersehen! 

Noteworthy 
Our Demotion Dinner is Tuesday, July 10 at 5:30 PM at Estey Real Estate located at 216 First 
St.  This “meeting” will be a celebration of Steve McClure’s presidential year with fun, food, and 
friendship.  There is no video presentation and there is no cost to you or your significant other.  
However, we will need to know who plans to attend so we can order appropriately.  Also, there will 
NOT be any noon meeting on July 10 at the Yacht Club.  By the way, it is Steve’s 50th birthday 
on that day! 

The Benicia Waterfront Festival is July 28 and 29.  As always, our club helps out by pouring 
beer (and appropriately taste testing).  Darrel Doi will provide a sign-up sheet soon for those 
Rotarians wishing to assist.  Although our club does not make any money assisting, Benicia Main 
Street provides us with Benicia Downtown Dollars which we use throughout the year. 

Our 13th annual Golf Tournament is scheduled for August 17 at Blue Rock, shotgun start at 
9:00 am.  We need players, we need sponsors, and we need help.  If you plan on playing, we hope you 
can come early to assist with registration, too.  The sign up form is available 
on the website, and we have many hard copies available, too.   

We were saddened to hear that Beverly White’s husband, Shel, passed 
away recently.  More information will be available soon.  Beverly was an 
important member of our Benicia club until she retired a few years ago, and 
was instrumental in our annual Expanding Experiences fund raising efforts 
that our club did for ten years. 

Jim Lessenger distributed a tentative budget for his upcoming 
presidential year, 2018-2019. 

The Rotary Club of Martinez is holding a fundraiser — a Texas Hold ‘Em 
Tournament on June 30, 2018.  For more information, visit http://www.martinezrotary.org. 

http://www.martinezrotary.org
http://www.martinezrotary.org
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Happy Dollars 
Jim Trimble discovered a “thief” in our midst as someone removed a jar a cashews from his red 
bucket.  He fined Bob Schroth $5 for leaving his jar of cashews behind, and he fined Jim 
Lessenger $20 for removing the cashews from his bucket. 

Alex Lobban loves Cadbury Rose Chocolates.  The package of chocolates for Alex’s demotion in 
June 2017 arrived recently.  Don’t worry — they were fresh and had just been shipped.  Alex paid 
$10 for the chocolates and shared them with the club. 

Lisa Guerin’s daughter and mom just returned from Iceland where it rained the entire week.  
However, Lisa was $5 happy that they were home safe and sound. 

Alan Schwartzman was $30 happy as this was his 30th anniversary of when he joined Rotary! 

Darrel Doi gave $20 happy/unhappy dollars.  His daughter has no more soccer available to her 
here in Benicia but she tried out for a team in American Canyon and made it, and will be playing 
with some other friends that she knows. 

Jon Dwyer has been very busy getting ready for his year as district governor.  He also shared a 
story about how his daughter who had broken her hip, was home alone and the dog drug in a 
bat….and she had to deal with the bat, the dog, and a broken hip.  She is doing fine now, the dog is 
alive and the bat is gone!  Jon was $20 happy. 

Steve McClure is celebrating his 25th anniversary with State Farm and was $20 happy.  Also, his 
daughter had an opportunity to attend the University of Albany which she turned down.   

One of Marlene’s host parents, Brian Wills, donated $20 to our club as Scott and Lisa Reep had 
hosted a gathering of Marlene’s host families at his home the night before.   

Where:
Blue Rock Springs West Course

When:
Friday, August 17, 2018

Time:
Check-in starts @ 7:00 AM

Shotgun starts @ 9:00 AM

Steak dinner starts @ 4:00 PM

Fee:
$140/player 

Includes golf jacket, prizes, and dinner. 
Payment by checks or credit card

ROTARY CLUB OF BENICIA
PO Box 421

Benicia, CA 94510
www.beniciarotary.org

You’re invited to

13TH Annual

GOLF
TOURNAMENT

The Rotary Club of Benicia

N.S.G.W. #89 Benicia

Contact for more details:

Steve McClure 
rotary@beniciarotary.org

R.S.V.P. 
by July 27, 2018

Prizes for everyone at dinner!

Sponsorships Available

❑ Presidential
$4,000 (2 Foursomes, Plaque and Tee Sign, plus 2 
annual memberships in the Rotary Club of Benicia)

❑ Platinum
$2,500 (2 Foursomes, Plaque and Tee Sign)

❑ Gold
$1,500 (1 Foursome and Tee Sign)

❑ Silver
$500 (1 Twosome and Tee Sign)

❑ Bronze
$250 (Plaque and Tee Sign)

❑ Hole Sponsor
$100 (Tee Sign)

Last year’s tournament sold out! Get your registration in early!

✓ Scramble ✓ All Skills Welcome ✓ Tee Prizes & Raffle  
✓ Steak Dinner Following Golf at 140 West J St, Benicia, CA 

! Everyone Wins a Prize at Dinner! "
Tournament Benefits —  
Look what you helped support with  
last year’s tournament!

✓ Local student scholarships

✓ Mentoring programs for at-risk students

✓ Local youth sports programs

✓ Liberty High School and elementary schools 
horticultural programs

✓ Benicia Teacher-of-the-Month recognitions

✓ Local support of Benicia Police Department’s 
program, Leading the Way, a community 
support program to assist citizens in need.

Make checks payable to:
Rotary Club of Benicia Foundation
560 First St — C103
Benicia, CA 94510

Return this application and fee(s) by July 27, 2018

Player 1 

Name:

email:

Phone:

Golf jacket size:  S M L 1X 2X 3X 
 (circle selection)

Player 2 

Name:

email:

Golf jacket size:  S M L 1X 2X 3X 
 (circle selection)

Player 3 

Name:

email:

Golf jacket size:   S M L 1X 2X 3X 
 (circle selection)

Player 4 

Name:

email:

Golf jacket size:   S M L 1X 2X 3X 
 (circle selection)

Payment 

The cost for 4 players is $560. Send checks to the address on  
the left. To pay by credit card, call 707-334-3411.

Entry Form
 Please print

Donations welcome from non-golfers
Your donation is Tax Deductible to our 501(c)(3)  
Tax ID #68-0484934
Make checks payable to the
Rotary Club of Benicia Foundation

13TH Annual

GOLF
TOURNAMENT

We must receive payment to hold your position in the tournament


