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Rotary Holiday Party 

Our Holiday Party is next Tuesday, 
December 11 at 5:30 PM at Estey 
Real Estate.  There is no charge for 
you or your guest to attend, but we 
need to know if you plan to join us.  
Venticellos is catering this event.  
Please plan to bring whatever you 
wish to drink.  Bottled water will also 
be provided.  There will be NO lunch 
meeting on December 11. 

Speakers Needed 

We are always looking for interesting 
topics and interesting speakers.  
Know someone who might want to 
speak at our club?  Let Darrell Doi, 
André Lewis or Bob Triglia know.  
Dates open for speakers are listed on 
our website. 

ROTARY CLUB OF BENICIA         
Club founded in 1967

Anthony,Kimberly Lewis, Sergio, Jasmin, Piper, Ruby, Rafael, Lauren 
………………………………………………………………………….. 

Liberty High School, 
Internship Program — 

Kimberly Lewis 
Kimberly Lewis is a native Benician.  She even pronounces our city 
as Bah-nish-ah, a trait of a true Benician.  Her family just 
celebrated 105 years as residents of Benicia.  For those of you that 
are long time residents, you may remember the old Park N Shop 
which was her families business.   

As a graduate of BHS, she later returned to do her student teacher 
at BHS under the tutelage of Bill Earp, also a longtime Benicia 
resident.  The past 20 years, Kim has worked in North Vallejo, a 
difficult area in which to work because of the “landmines of life.” 

Kim was hired by BUSD in June 2018, and is proud to be principal.  
She immediately learned of the district’s desire to have an 
Internship Program.  This program is planned to launch on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning second semester.  But as with 
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Bell Ringing a Success 

Many of you signed up to ring the bell 
for the Salvation Army at Raley’s.  Here 
is Susan Hurl and Fred Repetto 
diligently working at Raley’s this past 
Saturday.  Thank you to everyone who 
worked this past weekend.   

Upcoming Meeting Date 
Reminders 

12/11 — Holiday Party 

12/18 — Ugly Holiday Sweater Contest 

12/25 — DARK 

01/01 — DARK 

01/29 — A Visit to the Benicia Museum 
(lunch catered by Elviarita’s) 

02/05 — DISTRICT GOVERNOR Jon 
Dwyer to speak 

02/12 — Benicia Rotary Club Assembly 

many new educational endeavors, how this program will 
function under the State of California’s guidelines has been a 
dilemma.  The State simply doesn’t know what to do with this 
program, since the Internships would be non-paid, and ADA 
requirements and instructional minutes are different for a 
continuation high school.  If this program does launch in 
January 2019, anything that happens is a start, even if only 
one or two students are able to participate.  The company 
behind this idea is Big Picture Learning (www.bigpicture.org).  
For over 20 years, Big Picture Learning has worked to put 
students at the center of their own learning.  In California, 
there are other schools that have such a program, but no two 
programs are alike.  So for Liberty, they are in limbo.  Kim’s 
mantra for this program is “Advocacy and Ambassadors.” 

To be admitted to the Internship program, the students must 
first interview with Kim.  There are three criteria for acceptance 
into the program:  academics, attitude, and behavior.  Once 
selected, students must investigate what type of internship 
they would like to pursue, and they must create a portfolio of 
what they learned in their investigations.  This portfolio must 
be presented to their peers, the District Office, and the 
principal.  There is a waiting list for admission into the 
Internship program.   

Liberty High School presently has 73 students and 3 full time 
teachers, and two ½ time teachers.  Kim is looking for possible 
Intern placements for her students in the medical, law, real 
estate, mechanics, cosmetology, art, music, and business & 
financial fields.   

Kim’s top two priorities for this year are (1) LHS is a place of 
learning and rigor, and (2) LHS is an alternative education 
school.  To accomplish these priorities, Kim needs to work on 
changing the community’s perception of LHS.   

Attached to this email is a brochure about the Internship 
Program.  If you are willing to help sponsor a student in your 
business, contact Kim Lewis at klewis@beniciauinified.org or 
call her at (707) 747-8323. 

Kim, we enjoyed hearing from each of the students, and 
enjoyed learning more about your new program.  A big thank 
you to Nani Ornelas for providing our lunch.  Benicia Rotary 
continues our ongoing support of Liberty High School and the 
students and staff.  Thank you for a great program today. Benicia, CA
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