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Susan Hurl Takes the 
Helm 

Jim Lessenger was absent today, so 
Susan took over today’s meeting.  
Good job, Susan! 

Happy Dollars 

• Darrell Doi and his lovely wife, 
Grace, have been married 24 
years as of 10/15/18.  They 
celebrated with dinner at Telefèric 
Barcelona in Walnut Creek.  
Darrell was $24 happy. 

• Jim and Chris Trimble went to 
Seaside for a few days, but his 
big news was that his under 
counter wine frig finally arrived.  
Chris calls it his garage 
refrigerator that is not in the 
garage.  Here is a picture of Jim 
installing the frig — with a bit of 
help from his canine buddy.  Jim 
was $20 happy. 

ROTARY CLUB OF BENICIA         
Club founded in 1967

Who Is Diane 
Ferrucci? 
Diane Ferrucci is a woman of 
many facets.  She is a mom, a 
grandmother, a wife, a past 
soccer and little league mom, 
a community volunteer, a 
former teacher, a former 
administrator, and a Benicia 
resident (for 38 years).  But 
she is also the current 
president of the Benicia Unified 
School Board.  Needless to say, she is a busy lady! 

When Diane retired four years ago as a district office administrator 
for Fairfield Unified, she felt the need to give back to our community.  
So to fulfill this need, she took a stab at running for school board and 
was elected!  She felt that being a member of the local school board 
was a way of continuing to support education.  On her journey to the 
school board she discovered that many of her former students are 
Benicia residents — which she met as she knocked on doors during 
her campaign four years ago.   

Diane gave us a great overview of her task as a member of the 
school board.  The school board works as a team with the 
superintendent to govern our local schools in Benicia.  School board 
members help to set direction, to oversee the budget, and to serve 
as an instrument of accountability by monitoring the student success 
rate as well as the teacher success rate. 

Diane sits on many committees in this community.  She also 
frequently visits schools.  A lightbulb moment for Diane is when she 
sees kids’ faces when they complete a project — the look of success!  
While at schools, Diane gets to talk with teachers, administrators and 
other staff members about what is happening in the schools.  She 
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• Alan Schwartzman has FOUR City 
Council meetings left.  He was $5 
happy. 

• Lew Clayman, a visiting Rotary 
from Pinole and a local oral 
surgeon here in Benicia, was $5 
happy as Martha Christopher 
introduced him today. 

• Scott Reep brought a book to 
share by Dr. Michael Barrington.  
Michael was our speaker earlier 
this year.  Scott was $2 happy but 
wants to make sure he gets the 
book back!     :-) 

• Lisa Guerin spent a few days in 
Ashland, Oregon and was $5 
happy for having such a great trip. 

• Jack Bell was happy as Chesson 
Hadley, 
who is 
on the 
PGA tour, 
came in 
second 
this 
weekend.  Jack’s son, Josh, is the 
pro-caddy for Chesson Hadley.  It 
was a GOOD payday for Josh.  
Jack was $10 happy.  Chesson 
looks pretty happy, too! 

Liberty High School  

On November 27, our club will meet at 
Liberty High School rather than the 
Yacht Club.  Lunch will be catered.  
More information later. 

knows this connection to people is a way of monitoring whether the 
school board is on the correct path.  One of her committees that she 
is on is the Facility and Bond Committee — which is all abut making 
the school environment better for kids.  Much of her job is making 
those hard decisions.  She also handles complaints and concerns, 
which although not her favorite task, is important because it gives 
her information about helping to make things better for students, 
staff, and parents.   

Diane said that one of the best success stories that she has seen as 
a school board member is when she attends the Liberty High School 
graduation.  Proud parents, proud family members, and a proud staff 
— all with a sense of accomplishment. 

Diane has served on ACSA (Association of California School 
Administrators) and CSBA (California School Boards Association.  She 
brings experience to the table. 

Diane spoke briefly about the program INSPIRE, a Solano County 
hands-on career program to help students become engaged with 
members of the workforce to provide amazing opportunities for 
students to explore future career paths while still in high school.  
Diane spoke briefly about Prop 98, a 1988 initiative intended to 
increase state funding for schools, but has not.  Diane talked about 
how every school district in California is required to have a minimum 
3% reserve and what that looks like for Benicia.  Benicia is a 
declining enrollment district which once had over 5100 students, but 
now has about 4600 students.  This equates to loss in revenue for 
Benicia Unified. 

Diane did a great job and really knows education, and is very aware 
of our community.  Thank you, Diane, for providing us with such a 
great overview of your past, your present and your future in 
education in Benicia. 
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